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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



August and September, 



When the conference called by the " respectable state," 
namely, Russia, shall have become permanent and assem- 
ble periodically to correct the inequalities and deficiencies 
of the law of nations, and when a court of nations, com- 
posed of judges, exists as a permanent institution, before 
which nations appear as suitors, and when mankind, 
accustomed to these institutions, recognizes their impor- 
tance, the name of William Ladd will undoubtedly figure 
among the benefactors of his kind. 



The North Sea and Baltic Agreements. 

Following is the text, as given out by the British For- 
eign Office, of the Declaration and Memorandum signed 
at Berlin on the 23d of April in regard to the North Sea 
Territories, and that concerning the Baltic Sea regions 
signed at St. Petersburg the same day : 

THE NOETH SEA DECLARATION. 

The governments of Germany, Denmark, France, 
Great Britain, The Netherlands and Sweden, animated 
by the desire to strengthen the bonds of good neighbor- 
hood and amity existing between their respective states, 
and of contributing thereby to the preservation of general 
peace, and recognizing that their policy in reference to 
the regions bordering on the North Sea has for its object 
the maintenance of the existing territorial status quo/ 

Declare that they are firmly resolved to maintain in- 
tact and reciprocally to respect the sovereign rights 
which their countries actually enjoy over their respective 
territories in these regions ; 

In the event that, in the opinion of one of the govern- 
ments above designated, the existing territorial status 
quo in the regions bordering on the North Sea is men- 
aced by any events whatever, the powers signatory of 
the present Declaration will enter into communication 
with one another in order to reach an understanding, by 
way of an agreement to be concluded among them, as to 
the measures which they shall deem it proper to take in 
the interests of the maintenance of the status quo of their 
possessions. 

The present Declaration shall be ratified with as little 
delay as possible. The ratifications shall be deposited at 
Berlin as early as possible, and at the latest by the 31st 
of December, 1908. On the deposition of each ratifica- 
tion, a minute shall be drawn up, a copy of which shall 
be sent through diplomatic channels to the signatory 
powers. 

Memorandum. 

At the time of signing to-day's Declaration, the signa- 
tories, under instructions from their respective govern- 
ments, consider it their duty to point out : 

1. That the principle of the maintenance of the status 
quo, consecrated by the said Declaration, looks only to 
the territorial integrity of all the actual possessions of 
the high contracting parties in the regions bordering on 
the North Sea, and consequently that the Declaration 
cannot be appealed to when there is a question of the 
free exercise of the rights of sovereignty of the high 
contracting parties over their respective possessions 
above mentioned. 

2. That, as regards the said Declaration, the North 
Sea shall be considered as extending to the East as far 
as its junction with the waters of the Baltic Sea. 



THE BALTIC SEA DECLARATION. 

His Majesty the German Emperor, King of Prussia, 
his Majesty the King of Denmark, his Majesty the Em- 
peror of Russia and his Majesty the King of Sweden, 

Animated by a desire to strengthen the existing bonds 
of neighborly friendship between their respective states, 
and thereby to contribute to the preservation of general 
peace, concur in the assurance that their policy in regard 
to the territories bordering on the Baltic Sea has for its 
object the maintenance of the territorial status quo. 

Their governments accordingly declare that they are 
firmly resolved to preserve intact the rights of the Ger- 
man Emperor, King of Prussia, the King of Denmark, 
the Emperor of Russia and the King of Sweden over 
their continental and insular possessions in the regions in 
question. 

In the event of the present territorial statics quo in the 
Baltic regions being threatened by any events whatever, 
the governments of the four powers signatory to the 
present Declaration shall enter into communication with 
one another with a view to agreeing upon such measures 
as they may consider advisable in the interest of the 
maintenance of the status quo. 

In witness whereof, etc. 

Memorandum. 

In signing the Declaration of to-day's date, the under- 
signed, in the names of their respective governments, 
declare : 

That the principle of the maintenance of the status 
quo recognized in this Declaration relates only to the 
territorial integrity of all the present possessions of the 
high contracting parties in the districts bordering on the 
Baltic Sea ; and that consequently the declaration can in 
no way be appealed to when the free exercise of sover- 
eign rights by the high contracting parties in their own 
possessions above mentioned is concerned. 
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